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ABSTRACT

A denial of the Dangun and the reduction of the Gojoseon Area

during the Japanese Colonial Period

- Focusing on Oda Shogo and Imanishi Ryu-

Oh, Hyun-Su

During the Japanese colonial rule, Japan sought to find the legitimacy of the Korean peninsula
rule by distorting Dangun and Dangun Joseon. Japanese scholars who led the distortion of history
of Dangun and Dangun Joseon during the Japanese colonial period include Oda Shogo and
Imanishi.

Oda Shogo said that Dangun myths were fabricated by Buddhist figures in the late Goryeo
period and there was no related record before that. The Dangun myths described in the Samguk
Yusa are accompanied by Buddhist, but this happens naturally because the recorder, Ilyeon, was a
monk. Anyone can reflect their personal perception, feelings, and ideological background when
describing history books.

It should also be noted that Dangun myths contains not only Buddhism but also Taoism,
Confucianism and traditional religious elements. From the historical point of view of Dangun
myths, studies have been conducted in the fields of mythology, archaeology and literature. There
were studies on the bear totem mythology, ancient mother mythology, the mural paintings of
Goguryeo tombs in the Jian area, and the faith of 'Jecheon and Jeho' in Dongye.

On the other hand, Imanishi Ryu said that Joseon was overwhelmed by the forces of the Yan
Dynasty and retreated to the south of the Daedong River, and Yan and Jin occupied the north of
the Daedong River. He is a complete disregard for the history of Gojoseon.

However, the fact that Gojoseon already existed before the Gojoseon-Yan war has been proven
in literature and archaeological studies. The record of 'Baljoseon’ described in Guanzi and the
non-wave-like bronze sword culture in northeast China tell the historical situation of Gojoseon

before the Chosunhou' rule period. And the boundary between Gojoseon and Yan is the



manpanhan. Therefore, it can be seen that Imanishi Ryu's view to limit the area of Gojoseon to
some parts of the northwest of the Korean peninsula is wrong.

Japanese scholars during the Japanese colonial rule had no interest in restoring the history of
Dangun, Dangun Joseon, or Gojoseon. Today, Korean historians can say that most of the
remnants of colonial history have been liquidated, but the critical review of Japanese scholars'

distortion of history should continue in the future.

Key words : Oda Shogo, Imanishi Ryu, Dangun, Dangun myths, Gojoseon, Samguk
Yusa(=B®;&%), manpanhan(azT)







