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ABSTRACT

Imanishi Ryu(47PHiE)’s study on Old Joseon and its drawbacks

Cho, Won-Chin

The studies on the history of Korea conducted by Imanishi Ryu were generally on the ancient
history of Korea. He published several study results in fields related to Old Joseon, such as Dangun
and Kija. His studies require more detailed analysis in that they significantly influenced the later
generations of the Japanese academic world and their perception of Old Joseon.

There are deep flaws in that Imanishi denied Dangun while stating that “Wanggeom”
originated from Pyeongyang’s old name of “Wangheum” or that Dangun was the same person as
Hae Mo-su. As in the case of “Samgukyusa,” Wanggeom-seong associated with Dangun Wanggeom
is considered the correct notation for the original name for the capital of Old Joseon. Moreover,
Dangun is also a different person from Hae Mo-su. Imanishi stated that there were only a few
Buddhist elements and more Taoist elements in the expressions of the Dangun transmission.
However, the Taoist elements he mentioned can be seen as written that way, not in the original
form of the Dangun transmission but during the process of being set in characters.

Furthermore, Imanishi’s denial of Kija’s migration does not seem very different from the views of
the Korean academia. However, Imanishi did not stop at denying Kija’'s migration but distrusted
the historical value of Yilyag as he viewed Yu Huan’s Yilyag as records based on the fabricated
genealogy of the Nakrang Han family. However, it is difficult to completely deny the historical
value of the Yilyag and the historicity of the kings of Old Joseon that appear in the Yilyag even if
there are partly embellished sections.

Imanishi Ryu refused to acknowledge the true nature of Old Joseon before the third century BC
but explained that Joseon before Wiman with the legend that Kija came to become king and the
Wiman Joseon had different characters and territories. In other words, the former was considered a
nation of the Korean race centered around the Han River(former Daesu), and the latter was

considered a nation of the Chinese people centered around the Daedonggang(Yeolsu).
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Furthermore, Imanishi inferred that Jinbeon was Chungcheong-do and Jeollabuk-do, and Jinguk
was Gyeongsang-do. However, this residential composition of the Old Joseon and location
inference of Jinbeon and Jinguk are baseless views today.

Imanishi’s claims that attempt to scale down the duration and territory of Old Joseon and
modify the location of the Four Commanderies of Han to the far south of the Korean peninsula

have a considerable amount of problems when viewed through the literary and archaeological data.

Key words : Imanishi Reu, Dangun, Kija, Old joseon, Dangunjoseon, \Wanggeomjoseon,
Kijajoseon




